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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ACDA-12 CIAE-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-10 
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UNCLAS ROME 5578 

FOR HONORABLE WM J PERRY, ODDR&E, PENTAGON 3E1006 

E.O. 1 1652 N/A 
TAGS: N/A 

SUB J : MOD RESPONSE TO TORNADO PROBLEMS POSED BY UNDER SECRETARY 
PERRY 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF REPORT RECEIVED FROM MOD IN RESPONSE TO 
AN ISSUE APPARENTLY RAISED BY OR WITH UNDERSECRETARY PERRY 
REGARDING THE BOMBTACKS FOR THE MRCA TORNADO: 

"IN REFERENCE TO THE PROBLEM OF THE BOMB RACKS FOR THE 
TORNADO, THE FOLLOWING IS PERTINENT. IN EQUIPPING THE LOAD 
POINTS OF THE PYLONS OF THIS AIRCRAFT, THE THREE COUNTRIES 
BELONGING TO THE MRCA CONSORTIUM HAVE SEARCHED FOR AN ADVANCED 
SOLUTION FOR THE SUSPENSION SYSTEMS (BOMB RACKS) BASED ON THE 
MINIMUM AREA CRUTCHLESS EJECTOR (MACE) PRINCIPLE, OR ON THE 
EXCLUSIONHF DRAGLESS SUPPORTS,' THIS WAS INTENDED TO REDUCE 
AERODYMAMIC RESISTANCE AND CUT TO THE MAXIMUM THE TIME FOR 
LOADING OPERATIONS. 

"THIS SOLUTION, WHICH WAS DEVELOPED BY THE CON- 
SORTIUM, ADHERING AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE TO CURRENT STANAGS 
(STANDARDIZATION AGREEMENTS), .REQUIRES THE ADOPTION OF HOOKS 
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ON LOADS (SADDLE LUGS) WHICH ARE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE NOW IN 
USE (BAIL LUGS). THIS NEW SOLUTION GAVE RISE TO STANAG 3727 
WHICH WAS RATIFIED BY ALL NATO COUNTRIES EXCEPT THE U.S., 

FRANCE, GREECE AND HOLLAND, WHOSE REASONS WERE NOT SO MUCH 
TECHNICAL/OPERATIONAL AS INDUSTRIAL POLICY. 

"THE SOLUTION IS NOW BEING TESTED (TRANSPORTING AND DISENGAGING 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


LOADS) BUT, BASED ON AVAILABLE DATA, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO GIVE 
A DEFINITE EVALUATION OF ITS VALIDITY AND PRACTICALITY. BEFORE 
THE END OF 1978 IT IS EXPECTED THAT SIGNIFICANT DATA WILL 
BE AVAILABLE. 

"IT IS NOT TO BE EXCLUDED THAT THE FINAL EVALUATION OF THE 
TESTS WILL BE UNSATISFACTORY FROM THE OPERATIONAL POINT OF VIEW. 

THE AIR FORCE GENERAL STAFF IS NOW EXAMINING THE PROBLEM FOR 
A DEFINITE DECISION BUT WE MUST STRESS THE FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS. 
WE AGREE WITH DR. PERRY ON THE NECESSITY OF CONTINUING WITH THE 
MAXUMIM COOPERATION; HOWEVER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT RESEACH 
ON, AND ADOPTION OF TECHNICALLY MORE ADVANCED SOLUTIONS, WHICH 
MAY OFFER UNDOUBTED OPERATIONAL ADVANTAGES, MUST BE PRECLUDED 
AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE. ON THE OTHER HAND, IN THIS CONNECTION, 
BEFORE THE CONSORTIUM'S ATTEMPT (MACE SUPPORTS), THE U.S. 

ITSELF RESEARCHED A SIMILAR INNOVATIVE SOLUTION (T LUG), 

WHICH WAS ABANDONED, PERHAPS TEMPORARILY, FOR TECHNICAL, 

AND NOT OPERATIONAL REASONS. "GARDNER 
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